
2025 Special ECHO Case Series: Substance Use Disorders in Patients with Cancer 
and Opioids for Pain Management
2025 Opioids & Cancer ECHO: Starting Difficult Conversations - 8/28/2025

Speaker(s): Brenna Mccarty, NP; Theresa Davis, MSN; Anita Kuzhiyil, MD

Topic: Didactic and case discussion series on a cancer, opioid, pain management, and substance use topic with 
discussion guided by specialist providers. Our ECHO is a virtual network of serious illness care specialists and 
interdisciplinary team members seeking to improve patient care throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
beyond. Our collaborators in addiction medicine and pharmacy provide insights in the management of high-risk 
patients.

Purpose or Objectives:  At the conclusion of this activity, the participant will be able to:
1 Describe the challenges and the importance of addressing non-medical opioid use in patients

1 2. Apply principles of trauma informed care, non-stigmatizing language, and motivational interviewing 
techniques in clinical care

3 Employ harm reduction strategies with appropriate patients

4 Explore appropriate communication strategies in addressing non-medical opioid use in cancer patients

Date/Time: 8/28/2025 1:00:00 PM

Accreditation: 

In support of improving patient care, VCU Health Continuing Education is jointly 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the 
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide continuing education for the healthcare team.

Credit Designation(s):

VCU Health Continuing Education designates this live activity for a maximum of 1.00 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

1.00 ANCC contact hours.

Disclosure of Commercial Support:
We acknowledge that no commercial or in-kind support was provided for this activity.

Disclosure of Financial Relationships:
VCU Health Continuing Education adheres to the ACCME’s Standards for Integrity and Independence in 
Accredited Continuing Education. Any individuals in a position to control the content of a continuing education 
activity, including faculty, planners, reviewers or others are required to disclose all relevant financial 



relationships with ineligible entities (commercial interests). All relevant conflicts of interest have been 
mitigated prior to the commencement of the activity.

The following planners, moderators or speakers have the following financial relationship(s) with commercial 
interests to disclose:

Name of individual Individual's role in activity Nature of Relationship(s) / Name of 
Ineligible Company(s)

Hope Coley, RN Nurse Planner Nothing to disclose - 07/29/2025
Danielle Noreika, MD, FACP, 
FAAHPM Co-Course Director

Theresa Davis, MSN Content Expert, Faculty Nothing to disclose - 04/22/2025
Teri Dulong-Rae Activity Director Nothing to disclose - 06/23/2025
Anita Kuzhiyil, MD Faculty Nothing to disclose - 07/25/2025
Jason Callahan, MDiv, MS, 
BCC Planning Committee

Brenna McCarty, NP Faculty, Planning Committee Nothing to disclose - 06/26/2025
Wendell G Thompson II, 
PharmD Content Expert Nothing to disclose - 09/10/2024


